


A Personal 
Commitment Guide
Your commitment should be the result 
of a meaningful, spiritual journey. This 
personal commitment guide will help you 
to take your first steps. Use this guide to 
connect with God by discovering God’s 
will and by offering your full potential to 
fulfill God’s desire.

DELIBERATE WITH GOD 
Prayerfully seek God’s leadership. Ask God to 
shape your decisions. Walk through the doors 
God opens for you!

DISCOVER GOD’S PURPOSE FOR STF AND 
GOD’S WILL FOR YOU 
What is God calling South Tampa Fellowship to 
do and to be? How is God working through STF 
to affect people’s lives? How would God work 
through you to make a difference in ministry?

DISCUSS WITH OTHERS WHAT YOU ARE 
LEARNING 
Include your family in the discovery and 
decision-making process. Talk with and learn 
from the experience and example of others.

DEFINE A SENSE OF SACRIFICE IN YOUR LIFE 
What decisions and priorities could you make in your life to further invest 
yourself in STF? How can you give in ways that make a difference to you?

DETERMINE YOUR POTENTIAL FOR GIVING 
Think outside the income-stream box. Capital giving may include new 
strategies for giving. Inventory your blessings and your potential for 
increased giving.

DECIDE ON A PERSONAL GIVING PLAN 
There are multiple methods for giving in a stewardship journey. Capital 
giving might include any combination of weekly, monthly, quarterly, 
annual, one-time, and/or asset-transfer gifts. Put together your own 
personal giving plan for the next three years to help you follow through 
with your commitment.

They have suffered a 
great deal. But their 
joy was more than 
full. Even though they 
were very poor, they 
gave very freely. I give 
witness that they gave 
as much as they could. 
In fact, they gave even 
more than they could. 
Completely on their 
own, they begged 
us for the chance to 
share in serving God’s 
people in that way.

2 Corinthians 8:2-4 
(NIRV)
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Connecting With Scripture
A financial commitment to a vision journey 
requires proper motive and motivation. 
The following study will help you discern 
both your heart and God’s heart for giving 
generously.

In terms of affecting people 
and ministries, what will the 
presented vision accomplish 
for God, for others, for you? 

(Matthew 28:19, 
Luke 17:20-21, 1 Kings 5:5)

What does your heart 
prompt you to do? 

Describe it. 
(Exodus 25:1-2, 35:4-29, 

1 Corinthians 13:3, 
2 Corinthians 9:7) 

What is your prayer plan to 
discern God’s will? 

(Luke 11:9-10, John 17, 
Matthew 6:5-13)

What does “sacrifice” mean 
to you? Define it. 
2 Samuel 24:24, 
Romans 12:1-2,

 Luke 21:1-4)

What can you do to give 
sacrificially? Start a list. 
(1 Chronicles 29:1-10, 

Acts 2:44-47, 
Acts 4:32-37)

Opportunities for Giving

INCOME & GIVING

Income-stream Giving:  Give as you receive income 
— from  your regular income, bonuses, and/or through 
your personal business.

Sacrifice:  Change your lifestyle/priorities to create 
additional resources for giving. 

Delaying Expenditures:  Postponing anticipated 
purchases can free resources for giving.

Freedom From Debt:  After a debt is retired, the resources that were applied 
to that debt are now available for giving.

Income-Producing Assets:  Interest earned, income from rental properties, 
or money from other income-producing assets can be given.

GIVING ASSETS

Giving Appreciated Assets:  Consider transferring appreciated assets (stocks, 
real estate, etc.) as a way to increase giving.

Sale of Assets:  Money resulting from the sale of personal assets, or from 
personally owned business assets, could be given.

Savings & Investments:  You may be able to give some portion of 
accumulated assets without significantly affecting your future security. The 
“returns” from investing in ministry may be more significant to you than 
simply accumulating more market returns. 

TIME & TALENT

Additional Income:  Using your skills and talents, taking on additional work, 
or delaying retirement could produce additional income to use as a gift.

Gifts in Kind:  Donating specific services and/or materials, either personally 
or through your business, provides a unique opportunity for increased giving. 

You do well in 
everything else. You 
do well in faith and in 
speaking. You do well 
in knowledge and in 
complete commitment. 
And you do well in your 
love for us. So make 
sure that you also do 
well in the grace of 
giving to others.

2 Corinthians 8:7 
(NIRV)
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Discovering Your Potential for Giving

Use this worksheet to evaluate what you have available to give.

INCOME & SACRIFICE
Analyze your projected income 
and spending patterns for the next 
three years, and determine how 
much you could give and when. 
Alter your lifestyle in order to give 
what you save or don’t spend.

POSSIBILITIES AMOUNT
$

$

$

$

GIVING ASSETS
What accumulated assets in your 
life could be transferred to the 
church? What assets could be 
sold so that their value could be 
permanently invested in ministry?

POSSIBILITIES AMOUNT
$

$

$

$

TIME & TALENT
Determine what you could do to 
earn extra resources that could be 
given during this period. Are there 
“gifts in kind” of services and/or 
materials you could give?

POSSIBILITIES AMOUNT
$

$

$

RESULTING POTENTIAL THREE-YEAR COMMITMENT $

The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, 
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to 
make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you 
may abound in every good work. As it is written, “He has distributed freely, he has given 
to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.”

2 Corinthians 9:6-9 (ESV)

If an investment — such as stocks, real estate, and other assets — has 
increased in value since its purchase and has been held for more than one 
year, then there may be tax advantages to transferring ownership of that asset 
to the church as a charitable donation. Giving the 
appreciated asset eliminates potential capital-gains 
taxes for the donor while still allowing the donor to 
receive the contribution credit for the current market 
value of the asset. Because of its tax-exempt status, 
the church can sell the asset and receive full market 
value less transaction costs.  

What if I sell first, then give the cash? You may 
have to pay capital-gains taxes, which will reduce the 
after-tax proceeds from the sale.

Honor the Lord with 
your wealth and with 
the firstfruits of all your 
produce;

then your barns will be 
filled with plenty ...

  Proverbs 3:9-10a 
(ESV)

SELL FIRST GIVE ASSET
Market Value $20,000 $20,000

Original Cost -$10,000 -$10,000

Appreciated Gain $10,000 $10,000

Tax (assuming 15%) $1,500 -0-

After-tax Value of Gift to the Church $18,500 $20,000

Contribution Credit to Donor $18,500 $20,000

Note:  Tax positions and tax law can be complicated and can change with 
new laws. Any discussion of tax treatment is not intended, and should not be 
considered, as tax advice. Consult your personal tax professional for advice on 
your tax position. Please check with your church business office for instructions 
and arrangements for the transfer of all forms of gifts other than cash. 

Giving Appreciated Assets
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Experiencing Joy

There is no formula, no quick accounting, no percentage target for a vision-
driven stewardship commitment. As always, the truest measure of stewardship 
is equal sacrifice, not equal gifts. Not everyone has the resources to make a 
million-dollar gift, but everyone can invest meaningfully in what God is doing 
at this church in proportion to their blessings. 

If there is no formula for what a person might give, then how can individuals 
gauge how “right” their commitment decision might be? Try the questions 
below to discover your own internal measures.

In a personal way, will this commitment make a difference in me? Will this 
commitment affect my life, allowing me to invest myself in the mission and 
ministry of my church?

Is this a decision I am willing to take time to pray about, genuinely seeking 
God’s guidance in how God might work through me?

Is this a decision I will have a significant conversation about with my family 
and with my larger family of faith?

Am I thinking creatively about a comprehensive giving plan that represents 
what I am capable of giving? What assets and resources could I use as a gift?  

Will this giving decision involve a sense of sacrifice in my life? Do my 
priorities reflect my commitment to my church? 

Am I discovering a new joy in giving? There is something freeing and deeper 
about the life of grace that we never experience until we learn to give as freely 
and deeply as God gives to us. 

Our journey has reached the point where we address the uncomfortable 
issue of “stewarding our treasures.” Here, Pastor Craig answers some basic 
yet vitally important questions about giving. 

Why should people give?

The reason to give is first and foremost because it is an act of faithful worship. 
When we give to the Lord, we are saying that God is totally dependable to 
fulfill His every promise. 

Everything comes back to faith. Through faith we please God. Through faith 
we experience God. What does God’s Word say about Abraham? That he 
“believed God and it was accounted to him as righteousness.” At no point 
was that demonstrated more than his willingness to sacrifice his son, Isaac. 
His faith was demonstrated through his sacrificial offering.

 
Is tithing a biblical practice?

To answer that we need to answer another question first: Is tithing an Old 
Testament principle? I would have to say a qualified “yes” to that. To see why 
I say “qualified,” we only have to look at Genesis 14, which is the first time 
we read of the tithe being given. In that passage Abraham gives Melchizedek, 
the priest of God, one tithe from the spoils of war he had earned. 

The problem we have is that the Scriptures don’t say that Abraham tithed on 
a regular basis from his personal property or livestock. In fact, God originally 
told him to leave that all behind. There is no evidence in the Bible that 
Abraham ever tithed again. I’m not saying he didn’t. I am simply saying that 
we don’t know.

Questions About Giving
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So what do we do when we don’t know all the details? 

Here’s what I have no right to do: I have no right to use this verse to show 
that regular tithing is as old as faith itself. I obviously need to look elsewhere 
for more details. Now, the best place to look is the Law books, because they 
prescribed acceptable and unacceptable behavior. Those books tell God’s 
people to give at least two tithes and possibly even three tithes. 

The first was 10% of all a person’s possessions (Leviticus 27:30-33; Numbers 
18:20-21). The second was taken from whatever produce was left after 
the first tithe was given (Deuteronomy 12:17-18; 14:22; see also Leviticus 
27:30; Numbers 18:21). The third was taken every third year for the welfare 
of Levites, strangers, orphans and widows (Deuteronomy 14:26-29). The 
third may have been separate from the second, though we can’t be certain.  

At any rate, each Jewish family was responsible to give not 10%, but at least 
20% or more of their regular income — and that didn’t include voluntary 
offerings. So, is tithing an Old Testament principle? Yes, but there was more 
than one tithe. If the tithe does carry literally over from the Old Testament to 
us today, then even those believers who give 10% are under-giving.

So, why do so many people teach the 10% tithe as a New Testament 
principle? 

I can’t answer for others. We need to look at all of God’s Word, not just parts 
of it that we’re familiar with or like. I think too many people speak too quickly. 
They read a passage such as Malachi but forget to look at the Law books to 
check whether what they’re thinking is backed up. Others are comfortable 
with filling in the gaps — comfortable with concluding that Abraham did tithe 
10% regularly. They’re comfortable because they grew up hearing it or were 
persuaded by a dynamic preacher or someone they respected. I think that in 
most cases it’s simply a case of not being thorough enough. 

In a minority of cases, though, it’s abuse — pastors putting pressure on 
the congregation. It’s important that people discern for themselves what is 
being taught from the pulpit. People shouldn’t accept my word for things. 
They should lovingly discern God’s will and give joyfully and with gratitude 
(2 Corinthians 8-9; Philippians 4).

How do you think the Old Testament tithe practice relates to us today?

The question we must always ask when dealing with Old Testament practices 
is this: “Does the New Testament  (1) embrace and continue, or (2) adapt, or 
(3) do away with the Old Testament practice? 

We’d all agree that the New Testament sets aside the clean and unclean food 
regulations of the Old Testament. Mark 7 and Acts 10-11 show that. The 10 
Commandments have been pretty well carried over. Most of the laws relating 
to the administration of justice have been adapted. I mean, it’s no longer our 
duty to stone disobedient kids. 

So, when it comes to Old Testament tithing, we must determine how it has 
been brought over into the New Testament. Has it been set aside, or has it 
been adapted? I think it’s been adapted. 

We’re not literal Israel. We don’t have a Levitical priesthood. Our tithing is not 
a form of taxation as it was in the God-centered society of the Old Testament. 
We don’t operate on a seed-based economy. Even staunch supporters of the 
literal tithe have to admit that those things have definitely changed. 

In the New Testament we see that we are called to support those who 
minister to us (1 Corinthians 9:1-14; Galatians 6:6; 1 Timothy 5:17-18). We 
are to give to the poor, especially the saints (Acts 6:1-6; Romans 12:13; 1 
Corinthians 16:1f.; 2 Corinthians 8, 9; Galatians 2:10; 6:10; etc.). Also, we 
reap based upon what we sow. 

So the whole idea of New Testament stewardship abolishes the mindset that 
says, “10% of what I own is given to God, but the remaining 90% is mine.” 
Everything we are and own belongs to God — not 10%, 20%, or even 30%, 
but 100%. It’s all His.

How should that infl uence our giving?

In Matthew 23:23 Jesus says, “Woe to you Pharisees, because you give God 
a tenth of your mint, rue and all other kinds of garden herbs, but you neglect 
justice and the love of God. You should have practiced the latter without 
leaving the former undone.”  

Back then the tithe referred to the seed of the land, grain and the fruit 
of the trees. The Pharisees had extended it to include every garden herb 
(Luke 11:42; 18:12). In other words, the Pharisees were going the extra 
mile, as it were. 

So what does Jesus say? No need to do that? No, He says, if they want to do 
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that, let them – but what irritates the Father is what they should have done 
and have not. It’s no good concentrating on side issues such as this when the 
weightier issues are neglected.

What were the weightier issues for Jesus? 

Jesus’ mention of justice and love tells us that the tithe was a God-focused 
act of worship but was community-related. It was supposed to benefit the 
believing community, ensure that no one lacked what they needed. 

Now, in the New Testament there are three focus areas for giving. 1 Timothy 
5 has two of them: first, benevolence, and second, salaries. Paul talks 
about his right to have pay from the Corinthians in his letter to them, too, 
even though he does not take it. Quite clearly from the text, each local 
congregation was responsible for these two elements: benevolence and 
paying for local ministry. Remember that Timothy was leading the church in 
Ephesus when Paul wrote his first pastoral letter to his young protégé. Third, 
2 Corinthians 8 talks about what we could call “external” giving (missions 
giving) which in that context was giving to Jerusalem. So there are three types 
of New Testament giving: for local church ministry, benevolence, and giving 
beyond your own church. 

Isn’t that the heart of giving in the early church?

Yes, it is. In Acts 4:34-35 we read that there were no needy people among 
the first Christians because from time to time those who owned lands or 
houses sold them, brought the money from the sales, and put it at the 
apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to those who had need (also Acts 6:1-7). 
In Acts 11:27-29 Gentile Christians sent aid to Jewish Christians when famine 
spread over the entire Roman world. Doing those things showed their love 
for God and their neighbor. 

So, although we don’t see the specifics of their regular giving, we do see 
that early church giving was a demonstration of love for God, but it was 
community-related. We see that their giving enabled the church to literally 
reach the nations — to achieve God’s plans in a way that those who robbed 
God in Malachi did not. 
 

And so, are Christians required by God’s law to give 10% of their 
income?

We’re under grace. In case we think that gets us off the hook, passages such 
as Matthew 23 and Luke 11 challenge our attitude with regard to giving. 
Grace compels us to go beyond the law out of love. Jesus said, “Not one 
point of the law will pass away.” In other words, if our lives are motivated by 
love and grace, we will give willingly and sacrificially, and not because we 
have been forced or feel pressured to give. Remember, Jesus talked about the 
widow who put her last two small coins into an offering plate and said that 
she had given more than all the rest. The rest gave a lot of money, maybe 
even tithed, but Jesus’ point is that they gave out of their abundance. It didn’t 
cost them anything. They made a contribution, but the widow gave out of 
loving, sacrificial worship. 

In the absence of specific New Testament data on regular Christian giving, 
and in the light of changes to social and tax systems, I personally think 10% is 
a good yardstick for regular, sacrificial giving. A tenth certainly has a biblical 
foundation, but we can’t go further than that, biblically. I think that for most 
of us 10% is a sacrifice. For some of us, 10% isn’t. It’s not unusual for high-
income earners to give away 15%-20% of their income. Why? Sacrificial 
giving. Grace frees us from the enforcing power of the Law, but love compels 
us to go beyond it. All I know is that if we all gave sacrificially, no one in this 
church would lack what they need. We would have enough money to fulfill 
the call of God on our church. We would be such a light that people couldn’t 
fail but be drawn to it.

What would you say to Christians who neither tithe nor give sacrifi cially 
because they “cannot afford to”? 

Giving should always be measured somewhere between two biblical 
principles. First is the principle of production: Produce more than you 
consume. Second is the principle that “sacrificial stewardship sparks 
supernatural supply.” Giving is an important act of faith. Those two principles 
are parallel lines, like railway tracks, that should guide giving. I am to give in 
faith, but I also live faithfully. 

In 2 Corinthians 8:10-12 Paul says, “Give out of what you have.” God 
doesn’t ask anyone to go into debt in order to give. Those in debt first 
need to commit in their hearts to the two giving principles. Second, they 
are to make a sound plan to get out of debt. Third, they should make a 
commitment to live in a way that makes it possible for them to follow their 
plan through. Fourth, they live in a way that their giving honors God because 
they give from the little that they have.

12 13



When I see people in need, could I give to them rather than putting it in 
the offering basket?

All I can share is what Wibke and I do. We make a commitment to give to 
the church first. Why? Because we are committed to loving God and this 
community of people. Any other giving we do is over and above what we 
give regularly to the church. The biblical concept of giving is sacrificial.

Taking from Peter to pay Paul hardly seems like sacrificial giving. Remember, 
grace frees us from the burden of the law, but love causes us to go further. 
New Testament giving is always sacrificial. We are to make sacrifices of praise 
and worship to God. You know, I can’t tell you how much fun it is to see 
others blessed when I give.

Should I divert my general giving to the “Faith Forward” giving?

Absolutely not. We are trying to reduce the debt in order to maximize 
ministry opportunities being presented to us. We ask that all giving be over 
and above current giving. Only that type of giving will truly enable STF to 
answer God’s call and move forward in faith.
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